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Can the spectacular scenery of the Wa-controlled regions of
Burma draw enough tourists to break thehold of the only cash
crop that can cling to the steep, arid slopes— the opium poppy?
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Despite the border hiccups, my five
day stay in this part of Bur ficially
called Special Region 2, was a rewarding
experience. In fact, it fulfiled my long
held dream of getting Into this part of
the world where few foreigners had
entered

My expedition into the Wa State
was made possible by a Chinese friend
with a strong vocation for development
projects in remote minority-populated
arcas of Yunnan and Tibet. He invited
me 10 join him and a delegation of
like-minded persons in a convoy of
cars from Kunming, The invitation was.
issued by the highest Wa authority.
The stated objective was for us (o
come and see the situation as it really
s, with our own eyes.

And, in view of the Wa leadership’s
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declaration that it will cradicate poppy
cultivation by 2005, they wanted us (o

Pau Yu Chang.... No poppy

by 2005.

operating in remote China, business-

language newspaper in Hong Kong),
and a famous Chinese outdoor/adven-
wre travel magazine. Kunming's 4WD
enthusiasts provided transpor for our
delegation. Except for one person each
from Hong Kong. Manchuria, France
and Switzerland (myself), all partici-
pants were Chinese.

PANG SANG

We were met at the border by a Wa
TV crew and a high-ranking Wa State
government official. A short drive of
two kilometres brought us into the Wa
capital of Pang Sang, and to the Maxxin
Hotel, where the same high-ranking,
official delivered a welcome speech in
Chinese. | was surprised to learn that
Chinese is widely spoken in the Wa
State, and that the people generally do
not speak Burmese at all. We were
disappointed, however, In the pro-

pagandistic and uninspiring tone of -

covering the town on foot soun-
dedlike a welcome change of itinerary,
and we all set out in different directions.

AWamother and

cultivated poppy
field outside Long
Tan.

WESTERN UNION®

Point

Rewards P!

rogram

make recommendations on how (o develop ~ Fittingly, the trip was named the “2008 A few persons walked right into the army
substitute means of income. In particular, Golden Triangle Tourism Res pxpedition”s P . where they N
they wanted to explore the possibilities of  Our delegation included representatives from.
generating quick revenues through tourism.  two reputed non-governmental organisations
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Driving into Long Tan, at an altitude
of noticed two local
men with their feet chained together
being marched to jail by UWSA soldiers,
Apparently the two men had been
arrested for drug offences. After we
arrived at the UWSA headquarters and
were taken o our living quarters, we
were invited (o visit Long Tan Lake,
short walk of 20 minutes. The lake,
Sliroundéd by high reeds and wild look-
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Two Wa women explore a mlmm.u,m,m, field near their village.
author with a young Wa official.
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Lihnic people are widely s

Uniformied children greet visitors to an orphanage in Mong Pauk.

o

ND

SR

i

e

perspective

nt insignias wor

by Wa police and soldiers.

Postaoncs

+ very beautiful
cal food served for
at
the

s an imprompus
what had

ce of dances and

he next mornis
fr Pau ¥
reiterated in a frank and ¢
1 leaders! \‘,;m‘ ends to ¢

reed 10 readmit the cars and all Chinese

fling proper

delegation members holding
Chinese 1D cards

The officials steadfastly refused, how-
dered foreigners,
which included the Hong Kong native.
cross back inta China, on the grounds
that this was not an international border
point, and because the middlemar.
amitted to declare the fo

ever, 1o let those con:

send a ca

while we move

the consequy
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the car arrived on the other side and.
clutching our few belongings, we pains-
takingly waded through hip-deep water
across the river and back into China

Once safely in the car and on my way
back to Kunming, I reflected on the
experiences and impressions | had gained
during the last five days in the Wa State.
It seems obvious to me that a strong Wa
leadership (as is in place) is necessary
10 trace a way out of pappy cultivation
and towards development of a real econ-
omy. The Wa leadership is aware that
this will be an extremely difficult under-
taking — given the extreme limitations
10 successfully develop agriculture and
tourism — and open questions remain
as to what will happen if success is not
met within a reasonable time period.

The fear and danger is that in the
absence of a substitute income, the Wa
will continue (or revert to) poppy culti-
vation, most likely in a2 more hidden
form, to sustain themselves financially
On the other hand. the renewed tourism
interest and the ongoing drive to develop
the tourism potential in the northes
part of Thailand and beyond into neigh
bouring Laos and Burma might indecd
present a small opening for the Wa.
icularly if they can convince China
and Burma to fa ate international
access to the Wa State.

One has to realise, however
man Pau s probably ri
that opening the Wa State up (o tourism
will not, in terms of income for the
average villager, provide a substitute to
poppy cultivation.

Tourism can certa inly help to end
the isolation of the Wa from the rest of
Burma and to facilitate the development
of other aspects of socicty. such as com:
munications, educational and healthcare
systems. but more is needed in order
for the people of the Wa to make a
clean break with the past

Clearly it is in the interests of Burma's
closest neighbours to provide assistance
and resources 1o the Wa and to allow
migration when feasible.

The fate of the Wa people must be of
concem 1o the governments and the
peoples of Burma, Thailand and China,
as they will not only largely define,
directly or indirectly, the success of any
positive outcome, but will atherwise
have to bear the consequences of their
complacency.

hat Chair-
htwhen he says




